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Basic research on the musical structure of Ise Dai-Kagura

and its relationship with other types of traditional performances
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This paper is an attempt to discuss the basic musical structure of Ise Dai-Kagura, a lion dance connected
with Ise Shrine, which is one of the most representative forms of folk arts of Japan. It is the result of
extensive research conducted between 2003 and 2010, during which photos, video recordings and interviews
with the participants were collected and analyzed in order to establish the correspondence between the dances
and the music accompanying them. Diagrams have been designed to better express this correspondence. The
conclusion of this research is that there is no one-to-one correspondence between a dance and the music
accompanying it, as a piece of music may be used for various other dances and that one particular music is
not necessarily associated with one single dance but may be used for other dances as well. Also, by carefully
analyzing the melody and the title of each piece of music, the relationship between Ise Dai-Kagura and other
traditional arts has become apparent and the high status that Ise Dai-Kagura holds within the history of

Japanese folk arts has been reasserted from a musical perspective as well.
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